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Since 2007, the collaborative lobster collector project between DFO and The 2016 results with quantity of collectors for all sites
the FSRS has been using passive collectors (wire mesh lined cages filled  are shown in Table 1.

with rocks) to sample young-of-year (YOY) lobster (“settlers”). Collectors
can be used to provide annual estimates of lobster settlement, as well as
an index of abundance of
juvenile lobsters.
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n most years, the highest settlement numbers have
veen in the southwestern areas. However, settlement
was low in several southwestern sites from 2011 to
2013. These areas saw a large increase in 2014, which
was not seen in the eastern areas. In 2015, settlement o ETEg el A :
was down in all areas, and in 2016 it has decreased T
further (from 42 total settlers in 2015, to 4 in 2016, with 0
40 additional collectors deployed). Settlement appears
to be episodic in several of the sampling areas.
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Methods

 Collectors are deployed in five
regions along the coast of Nova
Scotia (Map below, and Table 1), in
June and July, at water depths
ranging from 3 to 40 metres.
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Benthic or Bottom
Living Phase

Average bottom water temperatures for the 2016
project sites are shown in Figure 2.

* Temperatures are recorded in each
region using VEMCO data loggers.

Table 1. Sampling results for settlement collectors in all sites, 2016.

* Collectors are set in singles or in Count Number per m?
trawls, either with surface buoys . . Number of Settlers Lobsters Settlers Lobsters Whitehead Lobster Collector Temperatures 2016
' - - Region Site llect 13mmCL) | (213 mm CL) |(< 13 mm CL)| (= 13 mm CL : -
(False Bay, Whitehead) or without. collectors | (<13mmCl) | (213 mmCl) |(<13 mm Cl)| (213 mm CL) K AaS AW N T ——
Al collect hauled f ’ West (deep) 25 0 11 0 0.79 i ,’*’\/\/\// \/ \/ L"\'-’\\’
0 CbO cCLors lareN au eb rom.ml ] False Bay West (shallow) 25 0 10 0 0.71 f;
ctober to early November, using 2 outhead |30 : s ; T B
commercial hauler, winch and boom. otal 20 0 26 0 192 MR i
Whitehead Whitehead 51 0 2 0 0.07 Figure 2. Average bottom water temperatures for 2016 project sites.
Total 51 0 2 0 0.07
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